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hich promises to be a real and lasting peace and will protect sr against any new attacks from her enemies. If we accepted merica's offer of mediation now our enemies would interpret it 5 a sign of weakness and the German people would not under-and it. For the nation which has been willing to make such icrifices has a right to demand that there shall be guarantees : rest and security.
Secretary Bryan, in his instruction to Ambassador age on September 8th, had anticipated Germany's ;fusal to accept mediation. The instruction concluded:
We do not know, of course, what reply the German Emperor ill make, but this war is so horrible from every aspect that no ic can afford to take the responsibility for continuing it im-lacably. The British and French ambassadors fear that Ger-lany will not accept any reasonable terms, but even a failure to *ree will not rob an attempt at mediation of all its advantages scause the different nations would be able to explain to the orld their attitude, the reasons for continuing the war, the end ) be hoped for and the terms upon which peace is possible, his would locate the responsibility for the continuance of the ar and help to mould public opinion. Will notify you as soon i answer is received from Bernstorff.
On September 29th all the British papers served by the entral News War Service carried a cable from New York ^tailing the. negotiations, which ended:
It is believed by those concerned that an important step has sen taken to pave the way for mediation, when the opportune oment arrives. In other words, the bolt on the door of media-m has been thrown back so that it will be possible for the door be opened without either side being forced to take the initiate. Time will doubtless show that the initiative so fortuitously ken by Mr. Straus will prove of real service in the interests of timate peace negotiations, and any endeavors to deprecate tose services as having been made in Germany's interests are )t only contrary to all the facts, but are most unfortunate. Note: The censor does not object to the publication of the Tegoing details, but insists that publication should be ac-f Andrew Dickson White, vol. n, pp. 293-94.)him because he and Roosevelt were jaged almost the entire time in an animated conversa-Q, during which both remained standing. My impres-Q of the Prince was that he seemed tremendously im-
